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Issue Brief
Light Rail Performance Statistics
	Highlights

· Transit is a declining industry
· LRT has little impact on traffic

· LRT is slow
· LRT cost/person mile is high

· LRT performs poorly everywhere

· LRT is dangerous

· LRT does not reduce pollution


	Impact on Daily Traffic

	Auto Speeds
	Build
	No Build

	Region
	22.3 mph
	22.4 mph

	Corridor
	17.7 mph
	17.9 mph

	Source: This is a composite of tables S-8 & S-9 in the Central Phoenix/East Valley Light Rail Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement (Valley Metro)


	Travel Option
	Average Speed

	Bus
	13 mph

	Light Rail
	16 mph

	Dial-a-Ride
	14 mph

	Automobile on Freeway 
	50 mph

	Automobile on City Street 
	30 mph

	Sources: Public Transportation Fact Book (APTA, 2006), p. 43 and http://www.heartland.org/Article.cfm?artId=1072
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	Carbon Monoxide Parts/Million in Year 2020

	
	No-Build
	Build Light Rail
	Impact of Build Option

	Average One Hour Levels
	6.5
	6.8
	+0.3

	Average Eight Hour Levels
	4.6
	4.8
	+0.2

	Source: Central Phoenix/East Valley Light Rail Project: Final Environmental Impact Statement (Valley Metro), p. 4-51.


	2004 Light Rail Performance Statistics

	
	Financial Data
	Passenger Travel

	City
	net profit (loss)

 in millions
	passenger

share
	taxpayer share
	cost per pass trip
	cost per pass mi.
	% of travel
	average speed
	miles per trip

	Baltimore
	($110.3)
	5%
	95%
	 $   19.08 
	$2.81
	0.2%
	17 
	6.8

	Boston
	($139.8)
	27%
	73%
	 $    2.73 
	$1.08
	0.5%
	15 
	2.5

	Buffalo
	($20.5)
	16%
	84%
	 $    4.45 
	$1.72
	0.2%
	11 
	2.6

	Cleveland
	($14.8)
	11%
	89%
	 $    6.46 
	$1.09
	0.1%
	15 
	5.9

	Dallas
	($144.8)
	6%
	94%
	 $    9.38 
	$1.25
	0.3%
	21 
	7.5

	Denver
	($219.6)
	4%
	96%
	 $   22.71 
	$5.25
	0.2%
	18 
	4.3

	Houston
	($94.4)
	2%
	98%
	 $   17.92 
	$6.97
	0.0%
	12 
	2.6

	Los Angeles
	($191.5)
	9%
	91%
	 $    6.41 
	$0.87
	0.2%
	23 
	7.3

	Minneapolis
	($97.7)
	3%
	97%
	 $   34.11 
	$8.27
	0.1%
	13 
	4.1

	Newark, NJ
	($330.7)
	3%
	97%
	 $   34.41 
	$9.47
	0.1%
	12 
	3.6

	Philadelphia
	($66.6)
	18%
	82%
	 $    3.24 
	$1.29
	0.2%
	9 
	2.5

	Pittsburgh
	($114.9)
	5%
	95%
	 $   18.13 
	$4.02
	0.2%
	13 
	4.5

	Portland
	($110.0)
	15%
	85%
	 $    4.12 
	$0.71
	1.7%
	17 
	5.8

	Sacramento
	($169.8)
	4%
	96%
	 $   16.12 
	$3.12
	0.5%
	19 
	5.2

	Salt Lake City
	($34.4)
	14%
	86%
	 $    3.98 
	$0.61
	0.8%
	15 
	6.6

	San Diego
	($30.3)
	44%
	56%
	 $    2.05 
	$0.32
	0.7%
	19 
	6.4

	San Francisco
	($207.3)
	9%
	91%
	 $    5.06 
	$1.94
	0.3%
	10 
	2.6

	San Jose
	($247.9)
	2%
	98%
	 $   46.09 
	$10.44
	0.2%
	15 
	4.4

	St. Louis
	($241.9)
	4%
	96%
	 $   17.32 
	$1.98
	0.7%
	26 
	8.8

	   Averages
	($136.2)
	8%
	92%
	$    8.32 
	$1.81
	0.3%
	16 
	4.6

	Sources: Transit Profiles for the 2004 National Transit Database Report Year (Federal Transit Administration, http://www.ntdprogram.com/NTD/Profiles.nsf/ProfileInformation?OpenForm&2004&All) and Highway Statistics 2004 (Federal Highway Administration, https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policy/ohim/hs04/index.htm).


	Urban Travel Fatality Rates by Mode 1995-2004 Averages

	
	Bus
	Commuter Rail
	Heavy Rail
	Light Rail
	Urban Auto

	Fatalities/Billion Vehicle Miles
	103
	340
	106
	307
	10

	Fatalities/Billion Person-Miles
	11
	10
	5
	12
	9

	Sources: Public Transportation Fact Book (American Public Transportation Association), Highway Statistics (Federal Highway Administration).


	Public Transit Serious Crime Rates 2002-2004

	
	Murder/Rape/ Robbery/Assault Rate
	Larceny/Theft/ Burglary/Arson Rate
	Combined Rate

	
	Passenger Trips*
	PassengerMiles**
	Passenger Trips*
	PassengerMiles**
	Passenger Trips*
	PassengerMiles**

	Demand Response
	232
	28
	168
	20
	400
	48

	Bus
	356
	96
	252
	68
	608
	164

	Heavy Rail
	583
	114
	1,526
	297
	2,109
	411

	Commuter Rail
	466
	20
	1,693
	73
	2,159
	93

	Light Rail
	1,603
	366
	3,494
	799
	5,097
	1,165

	*per billion passenger trips, ** per billion passenger miles

Source: National Transit Database (Federal Transit Administration)
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